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Senior Expert
State Forest Service of Latvia(A+& %)
Stella Boke

e-mail: stella.boke@vmd.gov.lv

Deputy Director of Forest department(s<d - 4+ =)
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia
Normunds Strave

e-mail: normunds.struve@zm.gov.lv

Senior expert of Forest department(E <& AHH =)
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia
Regina Ekmane

e-mail: regina.ekmane@zm.gov.lv
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I General Aspects \

How are forests classified according to the ownership (public, private,

indigenous, etc.)? What is the percentage for each classification?

Forests in Latvia are classified as private forests and public (municipal and
state-owned) forests. The amount of private forests is 50%, 1% are municipal

forests of total forest area in Latvia and state-owned forests are 49%.

How do you classify forests by types (protected forest, production forest,

etc.)?

Latvia‘'s forestry and forest legislation follows sustainable forest management
policy and practice. The main goals and principles for forest management in
Latvia are laid down in Forest Policy (accepted in 1998 by the government).
The main goal of forest policy is sustainable forest management. Forest policy
was the basis for the reorganization of forest sector including acceptation of
the new Forest Law (entered into force on 2000). Requirements of the law are
based on the operational level guidelines for sustainable forest management
accepted within Forest Europe process. The requirement to evaluate forest
management in Latvia is included in the law and regulations. This is done on
the basis of criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management.
Practically these criteria and indicators are the same as accepted within Forest

Europe process.

Forest Europe (The brand name of the Ministerial Conference on the
Protection of Forests in Europe) is the Pan-European voluntary high-level
political process for dialogue and cooperation on forest policies in Europe. It
develops common approach for its 47 signatories (46 European countries and

the European Union) on how to protect and sustainably manage their forests.

_‘|2_



Since 1990, the collaboration of the ministers responsible for forests in Europe
has had a great economic, environmental and social impact on the national and
international level, and has led to achievements such as guidelines, criteria and

indicators for sustainable forest management. Link to homepage:
http://foresteurope.org/

Unfortunately national evaluation of the forest sector according to the criteria
and indicators is not available in English but detailed analysis of Forests in
Europe according to the Pan European criteria and indicators for sustainable

forest management can be found in the publication by Forest Europe process:
http://www.foresteurope.org/docs/fullsoef2015.pdf

In the context of the reporting the meaning of term “forest type” 1is
different (composition of forest stands - coniferous, broadleaved or mixed
forest) as mentioned in the question above. In general terms forests available
for wood supply and forest not available for wood supply is used representing
availability of timber resources. Availability of wood supply is mostly influenced
by the restrictions of forest management due to nature protection purposes. It
Is possible to classify forests according to management aim - forests for
conservation of biological diversity, forests for recreation, for education and
professional trainings, for scientific researches, for special needs connected

with state security. Other forests in Latvia can be considered as multi-purpose.
More information in English about forests in Latvia:

https://www.zm.gov.lv/en/mezi/statiskas-lapas/publications?nid=2566#jump

Who is in charge of the management of forests? Which department is in
charge of the system on Resriction of Illegal logging and Associate Trade,

and what is their contact information?

_13_



Forest law regulates sustainable management of all the forests of Latvia, by
guaranteeing equal rights, immunity of ownership rights and independence of
economic activity, and determining equal obligations to all forest owners or
lawful possessors. Forest owner is responsible to manage his forests according
to the law. Joint stock company “Latvia‘s State Forests” is in charge of
management of most of state-owned forests (mostly commercial forests). This

function is delegated by the Forest law.

Based on the EU Timber regulation (Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 laying down the
obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market)
and FLEGT regulation the Ministry of Agriculture of Republic of Latvia and
State Forest Service are the competent authorities in charge of the system on

Restriction of Illegal logging and Associate Trade.

Contact persons:

Senior Expert
State Forest Service of Latvia
Stella Boke

e-mail: stella.boke@vmd.gov.lv

Deputy Director of Forest department
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia
Normunds Striave

e-mail: normunds.struve@zm.gov.lv
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Senior expert of Forest department
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia
Regina Ekmane

e-mail: regina.ekmane@zm.gov.lv
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I Aspects Related to Harvesting Permission Licences and Permits

Do you have any laws to approve or regulate felling? If any, what are the

specific articles?

Tree felling in Latvia is regulated by Forest Law and related regulations issued
by Cabinet of Ministers of Latvia. There are specific regulations on timber
harvesting in forest and outside forest. Translation of Forest law is available

here (principles are still valid but this is not the latest version):
https://m.likumi.lv/saistitie.php?id=2825&saistitie_id=7

Chapter III of the law is about tree felling and chapter X is related to the
issuance of confirmation which is needed in major cases when timber

harvesting is planned.

On 2013 European Union created regulation to limit trading with illegally
harvested timber and products made from such timber, it is applied to imported
timber and timber harvested in the EU territory. Regulation prohibits to trade
with illegally harvested timber and products from illegally harvested timber on
the EU market, and every country of the EU is responsible for legal
inspections to verify timber legality. The principle of the regulation is that
placing timber or timber products on the market for the first time operators
should exercise due diligence and traders (persons who sells or buys on the
internal market timber or timber products already placed on the internal
market) have obligation of traceability. Latvia State Forest Service 1is
competent authority responsible for implementing of regulation and inspections
in Latvia. National regulation of timber harvesting process is used to comply

with the EU Timber regulation.

= Including regions where harvesting is prohibited and timber species to be

protected

_‘Ié_



There are general requirements for forest owners regarding protection of
nature and biodiversity included in Forest Law and regulations on timber
harvesting. Forest Law and regulations contain information about activities and
restrictions for nature protection and conservation of biological diversity, for
example, amount of ecological trees and dead wood to be left after felling,
area of felling and timing for harvesting, restrictions for clear felling,
limitations for harvesting and Protection Zones aimed also to protect soil and
water. In case of substantial timber harvesting limitations there is possibility to

receive compensation for income foregone.

Besides forestry legislation there are several specific laws and regulations on
protection of species and biotopes. According to the World Conservation Union
(IUCN) classification there are three forest tree species included in the national
Red book - Common yew, Dwarf birch and European hornbeam but two of
these species does not form forest stands and all of them are not of
commercial interest in Latvia. European hornbeam stands in Latvia are
protected due to the fact that Latvia is located on the Northern part of the
territory where European hornbeam can be found not because this species is

endangered.

In order to protect species and habitats the network of specially protected
territories is established. Most of these territories are included in NATURA 2000
network (European network of protected territories). Specially protected
territories are managed according to common or individual management

regulations which, include also restrictions for timber harvesting.

What are the procedures and requirements for harvesting based on forest

ownership and types?

The legislation sets the conditions when timber can be harvested (harvesting

age, harvesting diameter, maximum allowable harvesting area), requirements for

_‘|7_



forest regeneration after harvesting, requirement to choose proper soil
preparation method to avoid soil erosion, requirement to preserve trees with
ecological value after timber harvesting. Further timber harvesting is allowed
only if the area harvested before is regenerated. There is a requirement to
carry out forest inventory in all forest properties. This information together
with the requirements included in legislation for forest management forms basis
for forest management planning on property level. There are no specific
procedures for harvesting based on ownership, except for state-owned forest
there are limits for annual harvesting. Each harvesting is recorded and secured
with mandatory regeneration during next 5 or 10 years depending on forest

site type.

Harvest levels are justified by inventory and growth data. Forest regeneration
Is mandatory for each forest land owner when the basal area in forest stand
has decreased the certain level (remaining trees doesn’ t form productive
stand) laid down in the regulations. The reason for the decrease can be

different - timber harvesting or impact of fire, wind, insects etc.

There is opportunity for forest owners to replace non-productive forest stand
with a productive one. The conditions when forest stand can be accepted as
non-productive are included in the regulations on tree harvesting. In most of
the cases for harvesting needs a felling licence but there are some exception
cases when the licence is not necessary, for example, deforestation of

agricultural land, plantation management or felling of dry/dead trees.

- Do you have any system or documents to verify legal harvest?

Mostly all commercial timber in Latvia must be felled with a felling licence.
Felling licences are only granted by Latvia State Forest Service. Provided

felling licences verify legal harvest in Latvia.
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lllegal activities in forest are controlled by State Forest Service. Forest owner
is responsible for timber harvesting according to the law. As there is tree
felling confirmation system in place (in general forest owner can fell trees only
if he receives felling licence from the State Forest Service) it is quite easy to
check if timber come from certain forest compartment and is harvested legally.
Additionally to the fine for administrative or criminal sanction violators has to
cover also compensation for damages done by illegal harvesting. The amount of
this compensation is calculated according to the regulations and depends on the
volume of illegally harvested timber. These sanctions are working quite well

and help to keep the rate of illegal harvesting low - less than 0,2%.
- How is the system managed?
- How do you verify the authenticity of the issued documents?

Forest owners and legal managers inform the State Forest Service about
planned logging by filling the application form based on regulation. State Forest
Service evaluate planned activities according to forest legislation, check forest
inventory files and do physical inspections, if considered necessary for
conclusion. After positive decision State Forest Service provides felling licence
for 2 or 3 years (it depends on type of logging) and update information in
State Forest Register. State Forest Register is electronic information system of
forest maps with inventory data, ownership information, issued felling licences,
annual reports of logging and reports of regeneration activities. Data from the

State Forest Register are used during physical checks in forest.

- Which ministry and institution in charge of this, and who is the person

in charge? Please inform their contact information.

The State Forest Service is the responsible agency for supervising how the
provisions of the laws and regulations are observed in forest management

irrespective of the ownership type.
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I Aspects Related to Internationally Accepted Certification

Do you apply Certification Systems (FM or CoC) in your country which are
accepted internationally to prove legality of timber or timber products, for
example, FSC or PEFC?

Both FSC and PEFC certification systems are applied in Latvia.

- What is the certification agency?
Information on PEFC certification bodies can be found here:

http://www.pefc.lv/dokumenti-un-materiali/sertifikacijas-organizacijas (forest

management certification and chain of custody certification)
Information on FSC certification bodies can be found here:

https://lv.fsc.org/lv-1v/fsc-sertifikacija/3-soli-lidz-sertifikacijai/sertifikacijas-iestades-1v

- How much is the forest area for such certifications?

Many forest owners in Latvia, have chosen to use both FSC and PEFC
certification for their forest management units to provide for their sustainable
forest management practices. Amount of double certified forest area in 2016 in

Latvia was 845 038 ha (according to the information from

https://www.pefc.org/news-a-media/general-sfm-news/2370-double-certification-o

n-the-rise-joint-pefc-fsc-data-shows).

In Latvia 1 690 052 ha of forests are certified according to PEFC certification
scheme and 1 022 196 ha of forests are certified according to FSC certification

scheme.
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I Mutually Recognized Certification through Bilateral Negotiation

Do you have your own national or private certification system to prove

legality of timber or timber products?

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability of the certification

system?
- What system or document verifies the certification details?
- How can the authenticity of certification details be verified?

- How much is the forest area for each certification system?

I Other Aspects Regarding Harvest Legality Verification

Do you have your own distinct systems in the Latvia to prove legality of

timber or timber products, other than those mentioned above?

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability?

- How can they verify the legality of timber or timber products?
- How much is the forest area in which the systems are applied?

- Are those systems of Latvia accepted in other countries?
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I Others \

Do you have any law for permission or regulation of processing and
exporting legally harvested hardwood and legally imported timber or timber

products in Latvia?
- What are the specific provisions?

- Do you have any systems or documents that can verify legal processing

and exporting?
- How can authenticity of the systems and documents be verified?

- In case of exporting combined and processed imported and domestic raw
materials such as flitches, glued laminated timber, laminated floorboard,
plywood, furniture, do you have any systems or documents that can
verify the content and legality of the imported and domestic raw

materials?

Do you have private or non-governmental organizations are involved in
llegally Harvested Timber Trade Prohibition Systems, such as verification of
legality of exported and imported timber or timber products, tracking
background of supply chain and identification of legality?

I Attachments \

Please submit additional information for mutual understanding and samples of
documents related to questions above (permit for felling, processing company

certificate, export permit, certification of authentication, etc.).

Attachment - Felling Licence(example)
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{mazais valsts gerbonis)

Apliecindjums Nr. koku cirSanai
.cksemplars

Saskand ar ipasnieka vai tiesiska valditija

Virds, uzvirds | Personaskods | Jumdiskdspersonas | Registricijas Adrese

nosaukums Nr.
pilnvarotiis personas
: Izdosanas =

Virds, uzvards | Personas kods Pilnvaras Nr, datuiie lzdevEjiestade

iesniegumu Nr. . kura ltgts izsniegt apliecindjumu koku cirSanai, un pamatojoties uz

Administrativa procesa likuma 63.panta pirmas dalas 1.punktu un MeZa likuma 12.panta pirmo
dalu, nolemju atjaut cirst kokus saimniecibas (struktiirvienibas)

mezd, ieverojot normalivo aktu prasibas,

VirsmezniecTba
Administralivas teritorijas nosaukums
{novads, pagasis)

Cirsmas [£5mS vienToas) . vala [Nogabal Cirtes izpildes | Izcértama

e kadastra A |NOBIDAR|  rites veids AR | =

Nr. o Nr. Nr. veids platiba (ha)

apzimeéjums
Kopd
Apliecindjums derigs
no .2 Iidz £
Apliecindjuma izdevéjs
lzdevéja adrese Talrupa numurs
.gada . Amatpersona

{amats, virds, uzvirds, paraksts')

Apliecindjums ir sagatavots divos vienddos eksempldros’. Apliecindjumu var apstridét
laika no td sapems3anas virsmeZniecibas

virsmezzinim.

Piezimes.

" Dokumenta rekvizitus “paraksts” un  “datums® neaizpilda, ja elektroniskais
dokuments ir sagatavots atbilstoSi normativajiem aktiem par elektronisko dokumentu
noform&3anu,

? Prasibas attiecina tikai uz apliecindjumu papira forma,

ZemkopTbas ministre L.Straujuma
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